The Writing Process

Prewriting
-Purpose
-Audience
-Context
-Scope
-Style + Format
-Research

Drafting
-Thesis Statement
-Structure
-Context
-Paragraphing
-Development
-Ongoing Research

Revising
-Feedback & Peer
Review
-Add + Delete
-Changing
-Starting Over
-Clarify Meaning
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“Each aspect of a piece of writing
influences all the others and it’s almost

impossible to isolate from one another. “!

Editing
-Sentence Structure
-Grammar
-Punctuation
-Spelling
-Formatting

Publish
-Submit to grader
-Enter contest
-Send to journal
-Share publicly
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Outlining
The purpose of outlining is to organize your thoughts and research so you can write more
effectively. The act of outlining forces you to grasp a better understanding of your ideas by
arranging them in relation to one another.? Here are some rules for outlining;:
¢ You are outlining for yourself and the reader - thus, the way you outline for yourself is
largely up to you, but keep in mind the reader of your paper will see a formal outline
o Informal outlines are excellent tools for writers
o Formal outlines are great blueprints for readers
o Ideas of equal weight are placed on the same level within the outline
o What's most important to your argument?

Informal Example: Tree Diagram for Forming Arguments?

Thesis/
Position
Reason 1 Reason 2 Reason 3
Concrete Concrete Concrete Concrete Concrete
evidence evidence evidence evidence evidence
CHaydes McNad 1LLC
Formal Outline Example: 2
Thesis (pr efaces qutline) Note: each level must have more
I.  First main idea than one entry. For every A, there
a. First subordinate idea must be at least a B. This forces you
i. Reason, example, or illustration to compare ideas and place them on

a scale of relativity (value &
importance).

ii. Reason, example, or illustration
e Detail to support reason
e Detail to support reason
b. Second subordinate idea
II. Second main idea
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